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swords were tried out on criminals' necks at execu-
tions. Now that is forbidden. It is many times
harder to cut straw than a human being. Cutting
across the grain is the hardest. If the sword is
not held perfectly straight it may be bent and is
apt to break," said Mr. Nakayama admitting that
he cracked several when he was first learning to cut.
TamesU-giri is the final test of precision in a cutting
stroke.

Mr. Nakayama usually practises tameshi-gm
every day too, and while he knows that art well,
does not teach it to very many. One must be sure
the character of the student is right, else it might
prove dangerous* Some people just can't learn
to do it, they haven't the right metal in them.
While a few women have been known to study
kendo and the use of naginata, I would never think
of teaching them tamesbi-gm, he said.1

Mr. Nakayama feels that modern kendo experts
are far superior to those of the old days because
the teaching is better and any one, not just a samurai,
can learn the art. However, he does not think
that the old spirit of chivalry always prevails*

"It   seems   horrible   to   me   that   sometimes

are halberds which were once used by samurai
wives id event of attack on their home in the absence of their
lords.